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4 Feliſt Speech of the. late Vit 
count Staffoid having been 
already made Publick, the true Copy 
of theſe his laſt Prayers, the one in 
Latin, the other in.Englith-; falling 
znto my Hands, I thought the Pabl;- 
cation of thens would not be unaccept- 
able to the Curious: I have therefore - 
for their ſakes Fubliſhed them with- 
out any Deſcant of mine own, ha- 
wing only added the Tranſlation of 
the Latin Prayer , for the Satisfa- 
Gon of thoſe, that underſiand not 
that Language. 


| LE)" 
The two laſt Prayers of William 
late Vilcount Stafford, at his 
Execution on Tower-Hill: 
'. Wedn the 29. of Dec. 1680. 


I. : 

Gnoſco(Domine JESU)pecca- 

ta mea, multa & magna, pro 
quibus timeoz(elſpero 1n miſericor- 
di3 & miſerationibus tuis, quarum 
non eſt numerus: Secundum igi- 
tur magnam miſericordiam tuammi- 
ſerere mei, & ſecundum mualtitudi- 
nem miſerationum tuarum dele in- 
1quitatem meam. $i peccata mea 
magna ſunt, major eſt miſericordia 
tua: Si multa, infinitz ſunt miſera- 
tiones tux. St ego commiſi, unde 
me pos condemnare, tu non ami- 
fitti , unde potes, & (oles falvare. 
Credenti 1n potenti4 tua, & dicenti, 
Domine, ſt vis, potes me mundare, 
tu (tatim reſpondiſti, Volo, andere: 
Credo, quod ipſe ſperavit, imploro, 


AQ. quod 


[2 £ 
quod ipſe OF1.5_0 Dic igitur a- 
nimz mex, dalns tna ego ſurr c Sana 


me ,Domine JESU, & fanabor : Sal- 


vuni ne fac, & ſalvus.ero, &,miſc- 
ricordias tuas in #ternum cantabo. 
Ne projicias me igitur a facie tul, 8& 
ſpiritum ſanctumituum ne auferas 4 


- me; fed redde mihi [xtitiam faluta. 


ris tui, & ſpiritu principal confirma 
me: :Tu:dixiſti, dulciffime JESU, 

Convertimint al me; & ego conver- 
tar ad vos: Ego meesx toto cords 
meo, ex _toti4 animi me3, ex tot3 
mente me3,converto ad tes conver- 
te te igitur, miſericordifiime, ad me 
indigaum famulum tuum-, -- quem 
pretioſo ſanguine redemilti. .Tu 


_ dixiſtt;, Quzme confeſſus ſnerit coram 


hominibas, confitebor & ego en#s co 
ram patre meo, qui in celis eſt. Eg0 
te & ſanctam tuam religionem Ca- 
tholicam vivens confiteor, & mort- 
ens, - adjuvante gratid tud, confite- 
bor : dignare me igitur (uſcipere, & 


conhiter! coram. patre tuo, - qui in 
cots 


3] 


cls et. In tua promiſſione, non in 
mea ju{titia confhido. Vitam, quam 
dedifti mihi, libenter tib1 reddo ſe- 
cundum beneplacitum tuum : In 
manus tuas commendo ſpiritum me- 
um, qu! inoriens ſpiritum tuum in 
manus Xterni patris commendaltr. 
Ig pace 1gitur in 1dipſum dormiam 
& requielcam ; quoniam tu, Domi- 
ne, fſingulariter in ſpe conſtituiſti 
me. Amen, JESU, Amen. 


acknowledze (O Lord JESUS ) my 

Sins, many and great , for which [1 
fear; bat I hope in thy Mercy and Com- 
miſerations, whereof there is no unmber 
Have mercy therejore upon me accordingto 
thy great Mercy, aud according to the mut- 
tit uae of thy Commiferations, blot out mine 
iniquity. If wy Sins are great, thy Mercy is 
greater; 1 they are many, thy Commiſera- 
tions are infiuite :1f T have committed that, 


for which thou mayſt condemn me, thon haſt, '- 


#2t loſt that, bywhich thou canſt, and uſeſt 

to ſave. To him, that believing in thy Pow- 
er ſaid, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt 
make me clean , Tho# preſently anſwer- 
64ſt, 1 will, be clean: I believe, what 
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— 


he hoped for, I implore, what he implored, 


Say therefore to my Sow, I am thy Salva- 
tion : Heal me, O. Lord JESUS, and [ 


ſhall be healed: . Save me, and 1 ſhall be (a - 


ved, and will ſing forth thy Mercies for 
ever. Caſt me not therefore away from 
thy face, and take not thy holy Spirit from 
me: but render me the joy of thy Salva- 


ton, and confirm me with thy princifagl 


Spirit. "Thou, moſt ſweet JESUS , haſt 
ſaid, Turn to me, and I will turn to you : 
£tirn tothee mith all my beart, with all 
zy ſfon!l, wuth all my miid ; turn thon 
therefore, O moſt merciful, unto me thi e 


 anworthy Servant , whom thou haſt re- 


acemed with thy precions Blond. Thou 
haſt ſaid, He that ſhall confcſs me be- 
fore men, I alſo will confeis him before 


my Father, which is in Heaven, 7 /:- 


wing confeſs, and dying, by the help of thy 
Grate, w.ll confeſs thee and thy holy Ca- 
tholick Religion: Vouchſaſe therefore #0 
Yereive me, and confeſs me before thy F a- 


I! ther, which is in Heaven, I confiae in thy. 


Promiſe, not. in min? own 7uſtice, The 


Life, which thou haFt given me, 1willing- 


ly render. unto thee according to thy good 
Into thy hands do I commend 
my.Spirit, who aying commendeaſt thy Sp1- 
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rit into the hands of thy eternal Father. 


| 1n peace therefore apon the ſame will I : 
' fleep and take my reſt ; becauſe thon, O 


Lord, haſt fagalarly conStituted me in 
hope, Amen, FESUVS, Amen, 


Il. 


\ Hou haFt faid, O: Lord, He, that 

KL loves Father or Mother more than 

me, is not worthy of me. 7 achnow- 
ledze, moſs dear Lord, that I love my 
Wife and Children as much, as a loving 


 Husbaud and tender Father can love a 


moFt acferving Wife and moſt autiful Chil- 
dren; Bat to ſhew, that I love thy divine 
Majeſty more than them, and mine own 
Life to bo1t, I willingly render and forſake 
bath for the love of thee, and rather than 
to offend thee, though by the contrary 1 
may have Life and all Worldly aavan:a- 
ges, both for my ſelf and them, Receive 
therefore, aear JESUS, this voluntary 
Ovlation of bat}, take us into thy Pro= 
teftion, O Helper in Tribulations, in Op- 
portunities. Be thou a Fudg anda Spouſe 
to the Widow, a Father ta the Orphans, 
and Salvation to all our Souls. I rejoyce 
to have ſo dear a Pledge, to offer and pre- 


ſent thee for all thy bleſſings and Benefits 


: "4 
beftowed upon mw, AY thy ſake, who 
offeredft thy ſelf to Death for ws, even 
the moit Ignominious Death mpoy the 
Croſs. Receive therefore, ſweet JESUS, 
thi; poor Oblation of mine, though all [ 
am able to offer thee, in union of all thy 
Ovlations of thy mo5t ſacred Life, Death; 
and Paſſion ; and of all thoſe divine Ov{a- 
tions, Which nave been, are, and ever ſhail 
be offered npon thy holy Alrar : All which 
1 offer thee, w/o thy hands to thy eter- 
nal Father. O Father, look #pon the Face 
of thy CHRIST, and turn away ty Face 
from my Sins, O-holy MARY, A1other of 
GOD, all the holy Angels and Saunts of g 
Heaven, wvonchſafe to make Interceſſion 
for me, that what I acſeruve not for my 
ſelf, may by your Merits and [nterceſſion be 
beſtowed upou me. Amen, FESU, Amen. 
Grant and ratify, what I ask, for thy 
Names [ake. Amen. 


-' The Bookfellerco the Reader. 


Ourteons Reaaer, I have thought fi 
4 for thy Spiritual Benefit, to adjoyn 


to theſe aforegoing Prayers of the Lord 
Stafford , 1his following A of Con- 
1ritiou, 


| Vent 
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oh 
vai Sancte Soils, &c. 


4n A& of Contritiea, mate by the Reverend Fathiy 

' Antonio das C Chagas: bf; the Holy Order of Saint 
BY RANGIS, of the Pro VI1RC? of the Algarves, ana 
| Apaſtol, cal Preacher in Por tugal, 


' Tranſlated our of Portugueze. 


*_ ; My God! O'God of my Heart! of 
”: mySoul! of my-Life: and of all 
thats within me!\whoml haveſo much 
ottended! ſo much, O my God and my 
Lord, that neither:the Sands of the Sea- 
ſhore: "the Stars of the Heavens, the 
Flowers of the Field, nor the Leaves of 
the Trees, canequal che boundleſs fum- 
ber'or unſpeaable variety of my Sins, [ 
have finned; O Lord; : I have offended 
Thee:1 have done evil tefore the face of 
Heaven andEarth.l have departed from 
thy Law; I have turned my back on Thy 
Grace; adored whac off-nded Thee ; 
made an Idol of my Guilt, and run on 
without fear or ſhame in the ways of 
De-ceit, Vanity and Perdition. Ah! my 
God! how much it grieves me for having 
fo much offcnded Thee? I] am grieved 
for grieving fo little, when tne Injuries I 
have done Thee are fo great. Iam more. 
troubled 


® 


_ to be accounted Contrition, 
have the Sorrow for my Sins to be as 


Grief, ſave only in the knowledge of 


FR 
troubled at the AL of the Ingrati- 
tude wherewith I have offended,than at 
the greatneſs of the Torment which I 
have deſerved. But, O Lord, what do 1 
ſay?O myGod my Grief is none at all. A 
Grief which doth not put an end to Life, 
1s not Grief: A Sorrow which doth not 


tear from me this Soul of mine, is not 


Sorrow : . A Contrition which doth hot 
even break my Heart into pieces, is not 
I would 


great as the Sins themſelves ; I would 
have the: Regret for having difpleaſed 
Thee to hold proportion with the Inju - 
ries committed againſt Thee : I would 
haveaGriefequal toThy Mercy:Iwould 
willingly bewail my great Sins with 
Tears of Blood,more for the Offence and 
Injury which they have cauſed againſt 
Thee, than for the Damage & Perdition 
which they bring upon my ſelf: I wiſh, 
O Lord, that as in Offending Thee the 
Guilt was infiniie, ſo in Repenting 


| - thereof theGri-f were alſo infinite. But 


where ſhall I find ſo deep a fence of 
Sorrow, ſave only in the Fountain of - 
Thy Grace ? where ſhall 1 find ſuch a 


Thy 


Thy immenſe Goodnefs, and of my in- 
folts Malice ? Whence are thoſe Tears 
to flow, ſave only from-the Ocean of- 
Thy Mercy? Here I come to Thy Feet ; 
Conſider not in what manner ; in what 
time ; how late; Conſider only that I 
come. Ah! Lord, How miſerable do 1 
come ? How filthy ? How abominable ? 
Clad with the uglineſs of my Sins ; Co- 
vered with the filthineſs of my Offences, 
and full of the abominations and vices 
of my Life! But becauſe they are Thy 
Feet ro which I come., O my God, I 
come with the confidence of finding in 
Thy Mercy a ſecure Haven,in Thy Com. 
paſſion a Defence, in Thy Clemency a 
Refuge, and in Thy Goodneſs a Reme- 
dy. Wherefore, O Lord, trembling at 
Thy Juſtice, I ſeck no other Refuge, ſave 
that of Thy Mercy : I pretend no ſhel- 
ter but Thy Clemency: In. this I truſt, 
O my God ; For though by Sin I have 
loſt the Nature and Priviledge of a Son, 
yet Thou, O Lord,infinitely Good, doeſt 
not loſe the Nature and Condition, 
which Theu hadiſt., of a Father, Let 
then, O Lord, Thy infinite Grace com- 
pleat that Work in me which Thy infi- 
nite Mercy has begun, Let Thy Cle- 

meEncy 


Re" T. - 

oy come. tothe ſaccour of this iaiſerable 
Creature !- Take pity and compatjion of | 
© this poot Soul: Ipurpoſe with Thy Grace 
 toamend hy Life, to confeſs my Faults, 
to perſevere in Thy Service, to pardon 
Injuries, to avoid the occaſions of Evil, 
to abhor my Vices, 'to make ſuch reſt 
tution/as I anyable, and to comply, 

1 am bound} with Thy Holy Co 
mandments: *'1 ttuſt, 'O Lord, in Thy 
infinite Goodneſs, that Thou wilt par- 
don all my Sins, through the Death 
and Paſſion 'of my Lord 7eſns Chris ; 
for-rhough in His Wounds rhere 18 Ju- 
{tice to Puniſh 'me , "yet -in the ſame 
Wounds there +is likewiſe Mercy to 
Forgive Mme. : Mercy: Mercy ! Mercy !. 


The Dads: is humbly def red to 
UT AY _ the Tranſlator 
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